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It Covers the World
. v,T-D tVeuh * Icrotct Reaches^

Ltery far* of ih\t, Jlobs

.FAIR PRICK. THREE CENTS'

STIFF RESISTANCE
E

OF ALLIED ARMIES
Enemy Puts Up Stubborn

defense in Most Criti¬
cal Sectors.

most vicious fighting
WEST OF MEUSE RIVER

French Progress Two to Three
Miles Northeast of

Laon.

AMERICANS TAKE BRIEULLES

Held Marshal Haig Continues Sue-
t'cssful Drives North and South

of Valcncicunes.

f fr,>" Associated Pret*.
' *' fJ?,* aI"Cd armlca St ance and

Belgium arc still driving the Germans
o*ard their border, but the process
" now comparatively slow. On tl.e

M.C|t.°r8.that are reau'Kite to the sta-
y of lhc entire German line.where

.t crash through probably would mean
the Immediate collapse of the whole

defensive system.the most
stubborn resistance Is being offered by

e enemy. and what gains are being
made by the allies arc virtually fool

the battle1 line 'ft*® °' V10 hornct3 of
P-P.ii i 11,nfc.machine guns.r.rlT» 'y vicious tightlne is in

\ where"". V" °f tho *»""« >Uver
' n£. Americans, In their cndcav-

barrlni»0»'hrCOniC thc natural obstacles
¦i'rS rP i ie way northward to Sedan
to hold'them Phnk3d ,ro°Pa w'th orders

region from u0 . ,V a11 ". the
! ,rom l-c * ateau to th«« n.»riii

' *LV,r,ce",nloa- where the British and^rncr ,;ans gradually are te" Hnc

"IllTISH AND AMERICANS
CAPTURE MAW PRISONERS

.»rs°of",t.hhVand'ne ,ho frantic endeav-
*"c enemy to maintain m»aIp

position9 on all threeof ti ?se sertorL
mattriai progress has been mad" Uke-'

lands of ti., British have'fallen .» ooo
Ger'nan Prisoners, while

"'

hoAmericans west of the Mf-use -iV.
»uthered in numbers of tiie enemy anil

.^considerable quantity of his machine
*

fhe'lfK'nrVrS!SU£%^"J0ra *lon«
of Grand Pre. ^ltuated^no?thh or°t^
vhstu'le's f°,rhov' ,;u< ,n thc5
iuniu* lea tnev have taken furtu + r-

"?adl'lv Uutjl ]aBl accounts were

*icm Ins*' ih A
their pressure

.t?«i!nsv tn/* enemy, Lxtr^tnplv },«Q ....

counterattacks have been succes^fuiu-
sustained north of Grand Pre and on

.ntionKt0rf parl'r,,'arlv strong roncen-
* rations of enemy artillery fl-r hav«

mw'xw, "V""""
r. n bank of thc Meuse th" town .if

V ha'buhrnedbe,C,ni ,Aken- '^^emy

frj;

dsil
apparent, but jj bring* appreciably

iirttTisii cAPrunu bruav

v.
'l* *' * alkxcirxxes

.Nortn and Bouth of V.iUnn:An,w.P

if'** Marshal Halg has continued his
whAr«8 affinst th® Germans and every¬where made good progress. Between

\ t 5 Cateau and Solesmes. a sharp wedge» has been driven Into thc German line
threatening the town of Maubeujfc on
the east and outflanking Valenciennes
on the south. North of Valenciennes
the town of Bruay haa been captured,
virtually making Valenciennes unten¬
able for the enemy. To thc north of
this region tho British have reached
tho west bank of the Scheldt Canal
Already the British are in thc we3t-

£r" °«tlkJrtB of Valenciennes, wh<Sre
hard fighting is in progress, the Ger¬
mans having posted machine guns In¬
numerable on tho eastern bank of the
canal which runs to the center of the
city.
ur!." Belsl"m ihc Germans
aro 'till retiring. Unofficial reports
are to the effect that Ghent is belntr
evacuated.

*.

AMERICANS CAPTURE
DEIiLE joveuse and talma

TBv Associated Press. 1
WITH THK AMERICAN ARMY

^°Sr,xVYBS^OF VERDUN. October 23
f9 P. M.)..The American troops cap¬
tured the Belle Joyeuse and Talma
farms and thc ridge between them
after an all-day fight to-day. These
positions are situated northwest of
< J rand Pre. , .4
CA PTt:UE BA KTIIRV1I,I,E

WITH LITTLE DIFFICULTY

rAVJH iT1.11! AMERICAN FIRST
ARM^, ^Oetob^r 23..The village of
I.antheville <ri little more than four
miles west of the Mouse and two miles
northwest of Cunel), was recaptured
with comparative ease to-day. 1

_

\MERICAXS CI.EAH RRIEITM.KS
OF EXKMV FORCES

' By Associated Press. 1
WITH THE A M E R I C A N A R M V

XORTHWEST OK VERDUN. October '3
,11 IV M.).~The Americans to-night
are fighting north of Banthevllle Hill
297, Hill 299 and Hill 281, Banthevlllo
having changed hands several times in
ihc lust few days. P.rleulles also has
b^en cleared of the enemy.

SEPTEMBER SIIIPPI.YG
LOSSES SMALLEST IX TWO YEARS
LONDON. October 23.. Shipping

losses due. to submarine warfare during
September wfere smaller than those of
any month since August, 191G, the ad¬
miralty announces. The losses were:

British. 151,593 tons; allied, SS.OOT1
neutral, 239.000. Total. 479.000 tons

British sailings during September
segregated 7.515,061 tons.

TWO THOUSAND PRISONERS
TAI^EX IIV ItRITISltj

I Br Associated Preiw.l
LONDON, October 23..Two thousand

. prisoners were taken by the British i-i
to-day's attack*.
Tho British advanced from one to

two miles, gaining the high ground
overlooking the Harpies vallev. Soma
guns were taken.

GERMANS MAINTAINING
not;r;ed resistance

fBv Associated Prees. 1
BRITISH HICADQUARTERS IV

FRANpE. October 23.-.Tho British
troopfclln their new attack to-dav north
of I,e (Cateau are reported to have.can-
tured, (the town of Romories, one and
one-hiMf mllee northeaat of b'olesmea
A K?ood'many pt-lBonera. mainly 'in

^ontlnucd on Socond Page,) TT

Modern Ananias Sends
Out Hun Propaganda

There !¦ no busier wlrflM» plant
on earth thnn that at Kauen, near
ttrnndenburic, I'ruMla. ivhU-h hum*
dally In spreading far and wide
(.erman propaganda. It la the planof (iermanj to convince. In no far an
possible. ull nrntrnl countriea of thejuntlrr of her cause and the purityof motives. A sample of the storiesthis modern Ananias sends out Is
found In the manner In which tier-
many uttempted to excuse Its use
of poslon teas In the wur contraryto The llaicue convention. It de¬
clares that the uae of eras had beensuffKested by an Kngllshmnn, andthat. If she had not used It, theallies would huve.
When It Is recalled that the allieshad made no manner of preparationto meet such an attack, much leanto use km themselves, the falsifyof the German statement Is mani¬fest. Meatenant Harold Lake tellsthe story In this morntag's Times-Dispatch.

GERMANS OF AUSTRIA
FORM OWN ASSEMBLY

Deputies in Austrian Reichratli Con¬
stitute Themselves National

Legislative Body.
SEEK ACCESS TO ADRIATIC

Will Act for Peace.Teutonic Popu¬
lation Largest Single Group in
Monarchy, Being About One-Third
of Total.

(Br Associated Pr«ss.1
BASEL, Octobcr 23..Tho German-

Austrian deputies In the Austrian
Rcichsrath have formed an assembly
for the purpose of conducting the af¬
fairs of the Germanic people in Aus¬
tria and have issued a declaration an¬
nouncing the creation of the "German
State of Austria."

Karl Zcltz, leader o' the German
Socialists in Austria, has been elected
president of the new assembly. The
deputies have announced thiir desire
to bring about the autonomy of the
Germans in Austria and to establishrelations with other nations. The as-Mcmbly has drawn up a resolution re¬specting the form uf government oftho territory occupied by Germans.Ttic "German State of Austria" willheefc access to the Adriatic Sea. iuagreement with other nations. Pend¬ing the establishment of a constitu¬tion, according to this program, thepeople will be represented by theReichsrath deputies constituted as u.provisional national assembly. Thisbody will represent the Germans inAustria In negotiations for peace, andwill exercise legislative powers. Tho1executive branch will consist of twentymembers who will have power lo oon-,tract stato debts and administer in-terlor affairs. ..."We are able and must act In favorof peace." said Herr Zeitz In taking thepresidency. "We must do all possibleto lessen the misery of the German-Austrian people. The new German-Austria. for which we will lay thefoundation, will be constituted In con-1forinity with the tree will expressed bythe German-Austrian people."
WOI Lt) PROCLAIM

INDIiPEJiDENT STATU
Deputy Waldner, in opening the as-!scmbly, announced that he had beencommissioned by the. German deputies;in t^hc Austrian Reichsrath to convokeithe assembly as the representative as¬sembly of the German-Austrians. Theorganization would have the right offree speech and would proclaim sol¬emnly an Independent political statefor German-Austria.
There has been evidence for sometime that the German people In Aus¬tria, distrusting the wavering policyof the Austro-Hungarlati empire, and,fearing its dissolution, or that it mightdraw away from Germany, were de¬sirous of insuring their own closeunity with the German empire.The German population in Austriaforms the center of Austrian societyand is the largest of the many ethicalelements in the kingdom. The censusof 1S10 gave the German-speakingpopulation as 3,000,000, out of a totalof 28,325,000.

TWO NAVAL AIRMEN HELD
PRISONERS IN HUN CAMP

Special Searching Party Started Out toFind One Klyer, ReportedMUsing.
WASHINGTON. October 23..Two na¬val airmen, Lieutenant Kenneth Mc-Lelsh and Lieutenant Arthemus A.Gates, both attached to the UnitedStates naval reserve force, are to-dayreported by the Navy Department asbeing in the hands pf the enemy.While the department is not certainof the fate of Lieutenant McLeish, whohas been missing since October 14, thebelief is expressed that he made a safelanding after battling with enemy air¬planes and was captured. He w&a pi¬loting a squadron of American flyers,which engaged a number of enemyplanes.
Special searching party has been un¬able to find McLeish's plane, but res¬idents near the point where he Waslast seen report that an aviator withthe uniform of the United States navalreserve has been captured.A'. McLeish. 459 Longwood Avenue,Chicago, is tho missing flyer's father.

CLOSE BLACK SEA PORTS
Those on the Danube IUver Alit Closed

by Itoumanlai Accenting to
Latest Advices.

fBy Associated Press. 1
LONDON, October 23..The Britishadmiralty reports that German wire¬

less dispatches picked tip at Moscow
arc to the efTect that the Roumanian
government hus declared all Rouma¬
nian ports on the Blaqk Sea and on
the Danube closed.

PARLIAMENT ADMITS WOMEN j
Resolution Passes Knullnh llady l»y.Majority of 211)

Votes.
LONDON, October 23..Thp House ofi

Commons adopted a resolution to-dayIn favor of women sitting ir^ Parlia-|ment. Tho resolution was passed by]a majority of 240.

Thomas Lanton Injured.
BOSTON, Octobcr 23. Thomas W.

Lawnon, noted financier, wsc seriouslyinjured late to-day when his automo¬
bile crashed into a truck. Mr. Lawaon
received two broken ribs and severe
cuts and bruises. He is at Marlboro
Hospital, Ma rlboro. His chauffeur,
Michael Kelly, was also reriouaiy In¬
jured.

l.'Urnlnc Ministry Resigns.
LONDON. Octobcr 23..The British

Wireless Press says the entire Ukrain¬
ian ministry has resigned.
The nearest TImes-Rlspntch Want Ad

Station in your tt-Jophone. If it ts not
convenient for you to bring or aend
your Want Ad you may telephone lttor insertion by calling Randolph l.i

DECLINING IN CITY
Death Rate High in Proportion

to New Cases Officially
Listed.

TO BE NO LET-UP IN WORK

Health Officials Caution People
Not to Relax in Observ¬

ing Precautions.

Statistics Indicate that the epidemic
j in this city took u distinct drop for| the better the first of this week;though the deaths on the first day num-jbered at least seventeen. From the
effects of Spanish Influenza or com-
plications of pneumonia there were
thirty-eight death on the 15th. twenty-eight on the 36th. twenty-six on tho
17th. twenty-five on the 18th, twenty-five on the 19th and seventeen on the
COth. It is likely that reports for the
next few days will increase the account
of actual demises on the L'Oth to nine-
teen or twenty, but. at that. Improve¬
ment on that day is noticeable. The gen¬
eral situation, therefore. appears bet¬
ter: but danger lurks yet, according to
health officials, throughout the lards
afflicted.

j On the l.>th tho iota! number of
deaths was forty-eight; on the 16th.
forty-s!x; on tj,r i;ni, thirty-five; on
the ISth. twenty-nine: on the lSth,twenty-nine, and on the 20th. twenty-eight. These figures show that >n sev¬eral of the days since October 1 live-sixths of the deaths have resulted frominfluenza, while on most of the dav<jsince that time about 72 per cent ofthe deaths have been caused by thesingle malady in epidemic. On the Sththere were thirty-four deaths In thecity from all causes. On no day sincehas there been fewer than twenty-two.while on the 15th there were as "manyas forty-eight, thirty-eight of whichresulted from the Spanish malady,
MAW UUATHS ATTniBlTABU:

TO SPA.WSII I.NKIjL'KN/.A
j F"or the week end'ng October 13 there.'[ were in Richmond ?.">9 deaths from all
causes. Of this number 157 arc direct-'ly attributable to influenza. I

In other words, during th« first weekafter certain complaints were madeabout closed doors and health officials'began admitting some improvement anubreathing half-way freely, 76 per centof the deaths recorded resulted direct¬ly from the malady known as Spanishinfluenza. And it was stated yesterdayby statisticians in the City Health De¬
partment that tiie number of Influenzadeaths last week was almost as high
as the normal number of deaths fromall causes during any one month inthe year. During 191G the averagemonthly demises from all causes a*ver»atftd ifay

|-. ...SlnOe-Oetober 1 therf have -beentotal of 554 deaths In Richmond. Thototal number of deaths resulting from'.nfluenza has been since that time ClU.
The total number of influenza cases
reported to the City Health Depart¬ment Is 9.765. Of this number, 145
were reported yesterday by 4 o'clock In
th«» afternoon This is a considerable
decrease in the dally reports, and in¬
dicate a continual Improvement re¬
garding the epiderpic locally, of thirtydeaths reported yesterday, however,
twenty-one were caused by Spanish in-
flttcnsa.' The death rate from the
ma'laciy now continuea nut of propor¬
tion to the new cases reported.
CO.\niTJO!\ IN STATE AT

I.ARCE DKCIDKDI.V lMt'ltOVKD
Acting State Health Commissioner

Oarnelt stated that there w«re but
meager reports received yesterday, but
that the gf-tierai impression was that
conditions in the State at large were
getting better daily. All health ofil-
cialj cauticn people not to relax their
sanitary precautions; that the best
time to kii! th»- epidemic is when it la
down. Certain people arc asking for
the churches to open at unce. but the
health officials turn deaf ears to what
they regard as /premature calls. It Is
thought, however, that if the improve-
ment in the situation becomes very
marked it will not be long till the
hinges of public doors squeak again,
At the present rate it will likely be
a couple of weeks before things are
wide open. A few of the ministers
in the city, however, have given pub-
lie expression to the opinion that the
churches, schools, theaters, soda foun¬
tains and all other things that attract
crowds should remain under key until
at least reasonable doubt of recur¬
rence of the epidemic presents itself.
The women of the various churches

are still continuing their soup kitchens
in all parts of the city. Rev. S. L..
Dumville reports that the South Side
soup kitchens are yet engaged in at¬
tending to the sick. Several churches
united in conducting one kitchen in
one church, and worked on alterna¬
tive days. Denominational kitchens
were also conducted.

'.Hearts of the World." D. \V. Grif¬
fith's massive film production, slated
to show in the City Auditorium on

November 4, may not reach this city
unless the ban against public gather¬
ings is lifted by the health officials.
Frank Ferrandini. local representative,
attempted seeing Dr. Flannagan, Chlof
Health Officer, yesterday, but found
that illness of Dr. Flannagan s brother.Captain if K. Flannagan. In Charlottes¬
ville had detained Dr. Flannagan In
Charlottesville. Mayor Ainslie re¬

ferred him to the Administrative Board
and the City Health Department. Ex¬
hibitors say that the show cannot be
postponed, but will be canceled if the
Auditorium is unavailable at that date.
At a meeting u» the Ministerial

Union, according to a statement given
the public, by Ilev. Russell CecU. D D..
president of the union, a majorttj ot

the l'rotestant ministers of the ci y
expressed themselves- as opposed to ,

agitation favoring reopening churches
until such action is favored by the Cltj
Health Department. catholic priests
and the ministerial committee of the
Virginia Council of Defense also dis-
favor Immediate agitation for open
doors. It appears that tongues anxi-
ous for this condition are not

( rieo"^*
nized as mouthpieces of the ministers
of the city. The ministers committee
of the council did adopt1 a resolution
favoring a set hour for prayer in tho
homes.

WILL ROUND UP SLACKERS
IN TIDEWATER REGION

Conference Held In Norfolk Result* In
nrwtlr Step» llelng

Token.
(

[By Asioelatert Pres*.l
NORFOLK. V.V.. October ri.~At a,

conference of men representing all
classes and practically every scctlon j
of Tidewater Virginia, held at the I
chamber of commerce this afternoon,
d*'lnlte steps were taken to launch a[
campaign against ullcness, to round up |
lihor slackers and supply men sorely
needed for war work In tills section.
State and municipal laws, as well as
the "work or fight" order will be In-
voked and the campaign will he di¬
rected by local committees of business
men In each community.
The conference was called by Brig-

adler-Gcneral R. C. Marshall, who, with
members of his staff, local army and
navy commanders and- representative
business and professions attended.

MILITARISTS HOLD
FAST TO NEW RIGHTS
Power of Peace or War Effective

After League of Na¬
tions Forms.

CHANCELLOR GIVES VIEWS

No Thought Advanced of Retro¬
cession of Alsace-Lorraine

to France.
9

f By Associated Pre^-. \
C ' > P K N H A CI 1.0 X. October 23..An-

rtounccment was made by the German
Chancellor. Prince Maximilian, of a
bill making the Reichstag responsible
for war and peace, the measure to be¬
come effective when the oroject for a
league of nations should become oper¬
ative. in his speech to the Iteichstag
yesterday.
Speaking of the powers to be vested

in the itcichstag under the terms of
the new measure, the Chancellor said
the bill provided for the compulsory
embodiment in the constitution of the
fundamental idea of tho new form of
government. He said the fciTect would
be-to make the Reichstag the people's !
house of reprcscnlat. ,-cs. which should
be responsible "in the decisioiP of the
most important question for tbo nation,
namely, of peace and war.
"That means peaceful development of

the empire and its relations with other
powers." he continued. "In such an
extension of the people's rights the
imperial government Is willing to lend
a hand when a league of nations lias
taken practical form. When such a
league puts an ond to all secret separ- 1
ate treaties I an confident that all i
agreements can be ampliticd in this
sense."
The Chancellor said the Herman na-

Hon long had possessed political rightswhich its tie glibors envied. He spoke!in praise of tne municipal and Reich¬
stag elections, and said that althoughthe Herman people had not made use
of its power tn dealing with vital ques¬tions. the development which hau oc¬
curred at tho }..d of September had
changed everytiilr.g.
IS (.'liAIUVrUk! THA T MOV

MSTE.U WILL COM'IMB
"Therein lies the guarantee of the

continuance und growth of the new
system," he added.

"This Is a better and more real guar¬
antee than any law t r paragraph."The German people, he declared, must
not resort >o foin.j «»f government
which they did not In their hearts be¬
lieve in for tiie sake >>i foreign coun¬
tries to meet the needs of the moment.
"The enemy is at our gates." he said.

After paying tribute to tnc men at
tho front, he added. "Bad elements arc
to be found in every army, but the
fundamental will of the people's armyis opposed to them. . ,

"M}\ ptosrajn .of October <3 embraced
amnesty for ptflttons under sentence for
DffJltlear. crritiWr'^fcpeBWLlly XttoSe' con?'
nected with labor troubles. s:reet dem¬
onstrations, etc. Far-reaching amnestyof this nature was proposed by the
Emperor, and has now been applied."
Many, persons had been set at liberty.Prince Maximilian added, only witlj

.strong misgivings on the part of the
government, but "the conviction of
the necessity of b'-nevolence and a
trustful policy dadoed the matter."

In the coursc of hia address he urgedthat debate on the situation arisingfron: the exchange of notes between
himself and President Wiison be re¬
stricted. as; much as possible, sayingthe situation was critical.
"The .whole German people is anxious

to hear.the views of the governmentregarding the prospects of peace," he
said, "but I am able to speak only with
the greatest reserve, and urge that
the members of the Reichstag limit do-
bate, as is consistent with the serl-
ousnss of the huur. The whole Ger-
man people have been spoken to byPresident Wilson, and this fact gives
the utterances of the representatives of
all parties added force."
HAS BROUGHT .NATURE OK

PEACE UNDER DISCUSSION
"To-day, therefore, ] am going to

say only this regarding the interna¬
tional situation: The President's first
answer, to tlic peace move of the Ger¬
man government has in all countries
brought the questions of a peace of.
justice or a peace of violence to the
highest point," lie continues. "Presi¬
dent Wilson's last note did not make
clear to the Herman people how this
public agitation will end. His next
answer will perhaps bring definite cer¬
tainty. Until then we must in all our
thoughts and in our actions prepare
for both eventualities.lirst that the
enemy governments are anxious for
war, in which case there is no choice
for us but to put ourselves in a pos¬
ture of defense with all the strength
of our peopli driven to the last ex¬
tremity."
"Should this necessity arise, I have

no doubt that the Herman government,
in the name of the Herman people, will
Issue a call for national defense in tho
same way that it spoke for the Her¬
man people when it took action for
peace, lie who honestly took a stand
on the basis of peace will also under¬
take the duty ct" not submitting to a
peace of violence without a fight. The
government which would act otherwise
would be l'sft to the mercy of the fight¬
ing and working people. It would be
swept away by public opinion.
"There is also another possibility.

The Herman people must not be blindly
brought to the conference table. Tho
German people to-day has the right to
ask if peace is realize 3 on the basis
of President Wilson's conditions what
they mean for our future. Our an¬
swers to the President's question must
be framed on the German people's un¬
derstanding of that question. What it
now wants la clearness.
"The decision will be of Hftipendous

Import. It will not be our strength
that will decide, but it will be what is
thought \.f> be rigl : in free discussion
with our opponents that will give the
decision. This is a t reat effort for a
proud people accustomed to victory!
The legal questions involved will not
stop at otir national I oundaries, which
will be never of our own accord open
for violence.
PRINCIPLES INVOLVE

INTERNAL QUESTIONS
"The principles upon which we havo

agreed as a rule of conduct also in¬
volve internal questions. Prom many
quarters it has been represented to me
that an acceptance of President Wil¬
son's conditions would mean submJs-
sion.anti-Herman sunmisslon . to an
anti-German court of justice which
would decide legal questions entirely
from the viewpoint of its own Inter¬
ests. If that is the case, why then
is it the. extreme apostles of force In
the entente who fear the council cham¬
ber as the guilty fear tho court of
Justice?
"The essence of President Wilson's

program for a league of nations can¬
not be achieved when all peoples have
not the right of national self-determi¬
nation. This realization of communltv
law means the abandonment of part of
the unqualified independence which
hitherto has been the indication of sov-
ereignty, both by us and others. Should
we at home, maintain as fundamental
the nation egoism which until a short I
t»n e ago was the dominating force of

(Continued on Se. ond Page.)
Inflnrnu in (be Knlnrr'a Ally. Fight

it with |>roper care and food. Take
Imperial Oranum, tho Unsweetened
Food, especially on retiring. All
nourishment; most easily digested.
I3c, any druggist..Adv.

How the French Newspapers Regard
Latest German Note to President Wilson
nv .NAUOTII IICDI-X.

I'A HIS. October SKI..The French
press jadprn Ihf (ifrmiin reply to
President W llson unsntisfnetory for
Ibr.ic main reasons:

1. Ilrraunp Ormnnv nttfmpli to
quibble ovrr the Hilled victory and
allied supremacy In the Held.

Hecanse Germany declines re¬
sponsibility for the devaiilatlani
which cry to heaven for reparation.

!l. Ilecause (irrmnny cynically de¬
nies the U-boat horrors.

4. Ilecause Germany pretends her
government is changed while, as a
matter of fact, the same men arc
In control to-duy that have been In
control for four year*.

Several . papers Insist that the
enemy's main purpose is to cnuse
friction between thT allies while
Kulnlnc time for the military retreat
to n shorter line.
The press points oat, too, tliat all

the Internal reforms of which the

Prince of linden speaks in his note
are subject to repudiation In case
tlic military situation should change.
..Germany,*' says l>« Journal, "of¬

fers words nnd promises when Wil¬
son demands nets."

tinstave I'erve thinks Germany
..put her thumbs down because the
people riemaud Immediate peace."
llut the writer advises Germany to
' send a man with a white tine <°
Marshal Koch."
France lilhre, the nationalist So¬

cialist urenn, says: "Germany hopes
to provoke labor troubles ainon^ the
allies.**

l.'dumanite Is pleased with the
fact that the peace conversation
continues."

I. lie I'wrls hints that President
Wilson may refuse to send nn an¬
swer to the last German note.
To sum up. the impression of the

I'rench press Is that the n»r will
contlnne until Germany la decisive¬
ly beaten, since otherwlae she would
side-step responsibility.

LESS CASES OF MALADY
REPORTED FROM CAMPS

Deaths Wednesday Totaled 127,
With 2,73;t New Cases

Reported.
FOL K STATES SHOW LICSS CASKS

Government Agents Investigate lie-
ports Germs Were Brought Here
l»y German Agents, and Claim
They Arc Found Untrue.

f l"Sy Associated rre**.l
WASHINGTON. October 23..Con-

tinued improvement in llic influenza
situation in army camps and In a num¬
ber of States was shown by reports
received to-day by the surgeon-general
of the army and the Public Health Ser¬
vice. New cases in army camps totaled
2.733. with 127 deaths. The disease
now Is epidemic at only three camps.I^ewls. Waali., McClellan, Ala., and
Kearney, Cal.

$tates wher<T the number of new
cases reported show a decrease include
North Carolina, Ok)ahpi.na. South Caro¬
lina and .a*£hnfeM»Ke.

? may
have bfeeVi brought lb 'the united States
and spread by enemy agents. possibly
landed on American shores from sub¬
marines, have been Investigated by
government agents, but no basis for
them lias been found. Investigators of
several government «lcpartments de¬
clared to-day that they were convinced,
after an inquiry, that the disease was
brought to this country through the
natural channels of affected seamen,
travelers or imports, and not by ma¬
licious methods.

MAJOR ATTACK* IMPENDING.
BELIEF OF OFFICIALDOM

Cirrman War Ofl)«*r Hrporh Show the
Intermit) of PIphtliiR uiid

Admit AdvancM.
I By Associated Presd.l

WASHINGTON", October 23..Further
indications of an impending major at¬
tack by the American armies on the
Verdun front came to-day in reports
of fierce fighting around Youziers.
where the French are hammering at
the flank of the forest position that
appears to have been holding up the
general American movement. Official
German reports show the intensity of
the fighting and admit advances.
There is little doubt that the enemy
views the action as of great Import¬
ance.

, . ,The line here forms almost a right
ingle with the French forces whim
have crossed the Aisne. heading east¬
ward through the hilly anil wooded
region -north' of Grand Pre. The
Americans stand along the base of the
ancle, heading northward into the same
difficult territory, and the fighting to¬
day indicated a plncer movement to
force the enemy out of the angle com¬
pletely into the open ground beyond.

If tiiis Is accomplished, the left flank
of General Liggett's American First
\rmy will be released, and observers
hce feel confident that an American
drive possibly covering the whole
American front on both sides of tbo
Meuse will shortly follow. The objec¬
tive of such a thrufet would be pri¬
marily. it is said, the smashing of the
German left flank between Metz and
Sedan.

DEMOBILIZATION OF ARMY
DISCUSSED BY HUSSAREK

\n*trlnti r*remler Indicate* That Iteply
.Will ne Mndr to President

Wilson.
PERN fvia Paris), October 23..De¬

tails of the demobilisation of the Aus-
tro-Hungarlan artny were discussed by
Premier Hussarek in the Austrian
House of l.ords yesterday, accord'tig to
Vienna advices.

Isaron Hussarek advised his govern¬
ment would continue its efforts to¬
wards peace and indicated strongly
that the reply would be sent to Pres¬
ident Wilson's message to Austria. He
expressed the hope that means would
soon be found "to lead the universe
out of» this abyss and misery of war.
The federalization of the dual mon¬

archy, he said, was the natural com-
pletary step to the peace move, but It
was "also best from the strictly Aus¬
trian standpoint." He promised "eoual
rights to all peoples of the empire.'

HOLD"UP"HUN~TOYS
Sttrn Thonaand Ton* nonorht Tlefore

tlie War I.anded at Atlantic
l*ort.

AN ATLANTIC POUT, October 23..
Seven thousand tons of "made in Ger¬
many" tova arrived here to-day on a
Holland - American liner. The tovs, pur¬
chased before the war. were held pend-,
lnr permission of the United States
government to have (hem brought to
the.»e shores. The purchasing mer¬
chants reported that as the goods wero
brought prior to America's entrance
Into the war, when there was no taint
of lack of patriotism in trading with
Germany, they phould not suffer loss.
Permission was granted for their Im¬
portation and the toys are now here.
Thirty-two of the 8.11 passengers

were suffering from influenza. They
will be kept on tho ship until they
recover.

Ilormoke Over the Top.
UOANOK K, VA. October 23..Ortlelal

figures to-night show that noanoke
Couutv ar.d the city of noanoke went
over tho top in subNcrlptlons to tho
fourth Mbcrty loan, subscribing 14.-
020 150, tho allotment being $2,860,100.

SHIPPING MO PUS |
i FOR SOB WOOOEPI SHIPS j
)ne Hundred Will Be Used in Oil

Trade and Others Out of New
Knglund Ports.

! WILL HURRY UP DELIVERIES |I Yards Which Fail to Keep Up the
Pare in Production Will Have
Contracts Abrogated and Trans-

j fcrred to Speedier Plants.

WASHINGTON'. October "3..Read¬
justment of the wood-ship program of
the United States Shipping Hoard becan
with a preliminary conference to-night,
attended by Chairman Hurley and Vice-
President Plcz and, for the Emergency
Kleet Corporation, Director-General
Schwab. To-morrow their recommen¬
dations w.lll bo presented to tho trus¬
tees of the Shipping Board.
Consideration to tho number of wood¬

en ships which American commerco can

stan d"l *¦

sels. the iirograih running into lOSO.v.
Of these 0.i0, U Is planned to convert100 Into oil tankers for the Mexicantrade and 100 Into colliers for the NewICugland pervlce. The others will be

absorbed into coastwise trade, both At¬lantic and Pacific, the Spiith American
trade and the West Indian tra'de.
The program of 000 ships will not be

Increased unless need for them is found
on these runs. No now contracts willbe made at this time. The ShippingHoard does not wish to bo caught atthe conclusion of the war with a greatnumber of contracts made at w^ir-ttmeprices, but executed <vlth labor andmaterials secured at peace prices whichit fears might happen if contracts were
now to be let for deliveries after 1920.In fact, its program.to be presentedto the trystees to-morrow-T. will pro¬vide for a shortening of the deliveryperiod. Previous announcements thatinefficient yards, which have failed ofproduction of seaworthy ships, or ofdeliveries on schedules or of produc¬tion at proper costs, will be made of¬ficial at this meeting.Kurther recommendations will hemade that contracts awarded for de¬li very as far ahead as 1920 to yardswhose capacity Is tested by contractscalling t'or earlier deliveries be shiftedto such yards ns are efficient, and which ]have capacity for production which Isnow utilized. In this way the boardf-xpects to equalize production and com- jpWe Its entire program of 600 \vood !ships before the expiration of 1920.

FIRST FABRICATED VESSEL
JOINS FORCES ON SEAS

Shipping Board Accept* FreighterAgnwaui, Which I* Marvel of
Construction and Efficiency.

WASHINGTON, October 28..In the
acceptance by the Shipping Board of
the freighter Agawam from the Sub¬
marine Boat Corporation of Newark,
N. J.. the first fabricated ship made its
appearance on the seas, took twen¬
ty-seven steel mills, fifty-six fabricat¬ing plants and 200 foundries, machine,pipe. Joinery and equipment shops toproduct its parts.

It was built from structural steelshapes such as in the past have been! used only in bridge and building con¬struction. It is practically the ape*of standardized ship construction. Itis rated at 5.500 tons dead weight ca¬pacity. but loaded will carry 7.800 tons.Three hundred and \three days were
spent in the Agawam's construction.The name was selected by Mrs, Wood-
row Wilson and means "Great SaltMeadows."
The Submarine Boat Corporation willbuild 149 other ships of the same typo.

EATING DOG MEAT
ra»«engem Arriving from Holland

Declnre Allowance Per Person Is
Two Ounces.

AN ATLANTIC POUT, October 23..The "mean allowance" of dog meat infamished Holland is two ounces perweek for each person, it was declaredby a passenger arriving here to-dayon a Holland-American liner. Mrs.Louolla Beeger, of St. Paul, Minn., oneof the passengers, rescued a great Dane(log from a butcher and had It withher on I he vessel. "Caesar," tho dog,would have been cut up into two-
ounce "moan allowance" bits for sale
over the counter b'tt for his timelyrescue. The extreme scarcity of fooddrove the Dutch to resort to eatingdogs, it was declared. Butter is nowalmost unknown hi Holland.

FIVE FOUND GUILTY
Hnvslany. t hnrgrd With violating Ks» jplonagc Act. Seek to Dis¬

credit Evidence.
NKW YORK. October 23.. Five of thesix Russians who have been on trial inFederal Court on charges of havingviolated the espionage act were foundguilty by the Jury after an hour's de¬

liberation to-night. The defendants,all avowed anarchists, tried vainly toIntroduce evidence designed to discreditthe Slsson revelations concerning Ger¬
man and Bolshevik duplicity In Ru-.isla.
The mnrked confidence that readershave In "The Times-Dispatch mitke It asplendid medium for all kinds of adver¬tising. Send your merchandising mes¬

sage Into the best homes seven aays aweek through its advertising columns.

If U. S. Must Deal With
Autocrats, Surrender

Is Demanded.
: -jr

AGREES TO TRANSMIT
PROPOSALS TO ALLIES

Will Ask Military Advisers of
Powers for Their

Views.

ENTTREIA' IGNORES PROTESTS

Tells German People "Word of Moq«
archial leaders Cannot Be

Trusted or Accepted.
\

.

TBy Associated Tress. 1 .WASHINGTON', October 23..PreSiVdent Wilson has submitted tho Ger¬
man plea for an armistice and petiteto tho allies, and at the same time has
informed Berlin that there can be no
armistice except upon terms ttfkt
would make it impossible fojr German,/
to renew hostilities.
While consenting to deal furtherwith the present authorities in Gef-

many, the President has given then)this warning:
"If it (the United States) must dealwith the military masters and monar-

ohlal autocrats of Germans now. or ifit is likely to have to deal with then*later in regard to the international ob¬ligations of the German empire. It mystdemand/ not peace negotiations, ' butsurrender. Nothing can be gained, byleaving this essential thing unsaid."-The President's reply to the last Ger¬man note was handed to the charge ofthe Swiss legation to-night for-trans¬mission to tho tOeria&n.governmehUMltaccedes to the request-that dm tak*utt*»'.with the alllejr^ttKtetvesSfi^R^roSnew pet)U|0,but does It tW^^htytTCTP'tliaV virtualsurrender of the Teutonic arniltes'ln thefield will be the price demanded'.forinterruption of tlie boating now bolh^radministered. , gjLiIn transmitting the' matter to ,tneallies, the President says he ha3. sug¬gested that if they are disposed to ef¬fect peace on ills terms and principlesnow accepted by the present Germanauthorities, the American and alliedmilitary advisers be asked if (hey <f66m?>uch an armistice possible from a mil*itary point of view, to submit suchterms as will fully protect the inter¬ests of the people Involved and ensureto the associated governments the unrrestricted power tp enforce peace <?nthe conditions * accepted-The President says he feels" he can-,not deollnc to take up the qu^Uonof an armistice, having received solemnand explicit assurances of the Ger¬man government that, it accepts theterms of peace enunciated by him;,thatthe desire to discuss their applicationcomes from ministers speaking ^or.'ai>overwhelming majority of t?*e Germanpeople, and that the German armedforces will observe the humane rules ofcivilized warfare on land and sea. ^ Heignores entirely the German protestsand denials in response to his- stat^imen I that an armistice could nofc^beconsidered while the German army airdnavy continued their atrocities. . v,1Aft to the authority o£."the newspokesmen of the : German people,' hespeaks, as the note says, "without" anyattempt to soften what may seemharsh words," and tells the men withvhoni he is dealing and through themthe. German people, why such extraoj*-dinary safeguards must be demandedbefore hostilities can cease. J'»-
POWER OK THK KAISER

REMAIN'S UNIMPAIREDSignificant and important as the pro¬posed constitution? 1 changes seen?" tobe. he declares, it does not appear thatthe principle of a government raspbn-sible to the German people has yetbeen worked out, and It is evident th&ttho people have no means of comrimndrins the acquiescence of the militaryauthorities. He reminds the' Germansthat the power of the Kins of Prussia(the Kaiser) to control the mllcy'/.djthe empire is unimpaired/and concludeswith the warnlnsr that if this poweris to l»e dealt with, the United Statesand the allies can demand nothing bi^tsurrender.
As the note was disnatehed. Secre¬tary Tumulty, at the White House, gaveemnhasiR to the assurance given by allmembers of the government that-*:pointerruption of the military program--!®contemplated by making public corre¬spondence between Secrotarv Bakerand President Wi'son. showing that"more than 2.000.000 American soldiershave embarked for the war overseas.Since July 1. 191S. embarkation byninths have been as follows: Jitlvy.".OtM ST,; August. 2!)0,S18; September,?fil.415: October. 1 to 21. 131.33R.Total, 1 Kmbarked to July191K. 1.01ft,11.*,. Grand total, 2,008,111.:.PRESIDENT Wlf.SO.VS WORD

TO THE GERMAN PEOPLEThe statement to Germany follows:**"The Secretary of State makes pub¬lic the following:"From tho Secretary of State to thecharge d'affaires ad interim, In chargeof German interests in tho UnitedStates:
,"Department of State. October 23.10 IS:

"Sir,.I have the honor to acknotr!*-eOgc the receipt of your note of tllA/22d, transmitting a communication ilh^iler date of the 20th from the German(.overnmont and to advise you that tlvePresident lias instructed me to replythereto as follows:
"Having received the solemn and «iT»plioit assurance of the German govern¬ment that it unreservedly acceptstfrms of peace laid down in his addr<£s.to the Congress of the United States onthe Sth of January. 1918, and tho prlrty'ripies of settlement enunciated In hiasubsequent addresses, particularly theaddress of the 27th of September, *.!><*that It desires to discuss the deta|lir.6ftheir application, and that this *y#ltund purpose emanated, not from thos*.who have hitherto dictated Oermfjxpolicy and conducted the present *«oh Germany's behalf, but from mliui*:ters. who speak for the majority of the

Reichstag and for an overwhelm!*majority of tho German people; * ifhaving received also the explicit. prom¬ise. of the present German aovertim*ntthat the human'o rules of elvllr»«<lvw|£;ffare will be observed both on land
»ea by the Oerman armed forget,President of th* United . State*; tthat ho cannot decline to take- opthe government with,


